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“To provide a thriving and sustainable extension to 
the existing community by creating a place that allows for 

modern living, but also enhances and fully integrates with the 

existing neighbourhood, where residents feel safe to freely 

move around shared public spaces and feel comfortable in 
reducing their dependency on the automobile.”

THE VISION



“Become an exemplar of 
good social housing… 

…with the potential to win architectural awards.”

THE BRIEF



DESIGN 
PHILOSOPHY
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MEASURED 
ENERGY 

PERFORMANCE





Performance 
Gap Data UK
‘Whilst the majority of schemes 
are achieving the basic minimum 
energy efficiency requirements 
set out in legislation, significant 
numbers are still falling below. 

This, combined with the known 
and persistent performance gap 
between ‘designed’ and ‘as built’ 
energy performance in new 
homes’.. amounts to a sub-
standard response to the 
environmental challenges we 
face. 
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~£150/yr 
2 bed house



Certified 
Passivhaus 
Standard



HEALTH & 
WELLBEING





“We don’t have to put 
the heating on so it’s 
cheaper. We feel very 
lucky.”

Jayed & Jakia Samantha & Shauna Peter & Kier

“They do what they say 
on the tin these houses, 
they’re very clever.”

“This flat has been life 
changing for our finances. 
I’ve reduced some of my 
medications since coming 
here. ”







CONSTRUCTION & 
EMBODIED CARBON





Goldsmith Street
16 kWh/m2/y

Goldsmith Street
311 kgCO2e/m2

Goldsmith Street
101 l/p/day











LESSONS LEARNT
& IMPACT





City of York
2025

“Passivhaus is like base camp 
when you’re trying to climb the 
Everest of zero carbon,” David Mikhail
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"Thank you Mikhail Riches and 
team and Norwich City Council 
for the opportunity and improved 
quality of living. 

I feel very lucky indeed”.
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