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Bioregional

• Sustainability charity, founded in 1994

• Work with major retailers & business

• Sustainability Strategy Development

• Net Zero Carbon strategies

• Science Based Targets

• Sustainable Products

• Work across five continents
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Global Sustainable 
Materials Hub –

Background and 
associated projects
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Work with UNEP

Sierra Readymix, concrete supplier in Sri Lanka
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Associated project

• Transforming the Built Environment 
through Sustainable Materials -
BMZ/IKU funded project, implemented 
by UNEP

• Deployed in West Africa and South Asia

• Creation of an enabling framework and 
further market development for 
sustainable materials

• Encourage more ambition in NDCs

• Promote sustainable materials in high 
level international processes (COP, G7)
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Hub scoping and 
development 
work to date
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Survey findings
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Key findings of initial consultation

• Well defined audience (Policy makers and supporters)
• Appropriate regional consideration
• Support local and vernacular materials
• Usability and functionality
• Regularly updated content
• Effective governance on content
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Recent development work:
Trialling a structure and user journeys

• Initial website will be a BETA version, with expansion expected in 2023
• Understanding the user journeys and entry points
• Who are the users and how do we support them?
• Material agnostic approach preferred, that enables regional searching
• Consideration of policy types to accelerate sustainable materials – both 

new and existing
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Content and draft structure

• Tools and calculators
• Case studies 
• Educational resources
• Research papers
• Databases
• Policy briefings
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Innovation and local materials



UNEP Global Materials Information Hub

Education
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Improving data provision



UNEP Global Materials Information Hub

Key principles and 
functionality of 
the Hub



UNEP Global Materials Information Hub

Strategy approach

Avoid

Shift

Improve

Adapt

• Premature demolition
• Chemicals of concern in building materials
• Material waste

• Biobased materials
• Design for modularity/dismantling
• Vernacular materials

• Lower carbon concrete mixes
• Circularity processes

• More locally resilient supply chain
• Climate-adaptative materials, products and 

designs
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Entry points

Question: what are the key entry points for users?

Audience: Policy makers at all levels, those supporting policy development
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Next steps

• Final stages of scoping phase, mainly to define technical web design aspects
• Aim to agree on the model for the hub’s structure 
• Further consultation to be held on resources to include
• Aiming for build and launch of BETA version by end of 2022 by GlobalABC web 

development team

Further inputs welcomed
• Joining working group calls
• Recommending contacts to join the working group, particularly related to policy
• Suggesting resources



UNEP Global Materials Information Hub

Thank you


