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Reducing plastics in construction

An update on the ASBP 

Plastics in Construction 

Group



Why plastics?

Plastics Europe –

Plastics the Facts 

2017 

www.plasticseurope.org



Plastics in Construction Group - Context

Healthy Buildings Conference and 

Expo 2019 - ‘Plastics in Construction; 

Issues, Impacts and Alternatives’.

At last year’s Healthy Buildings conference we 

had an inspirational talk from keynote speaker 

Emily Penn.

Emily leads eXXpedition, a pioneering all-

female sailing voyage and scientific research 

mission to study ocean plastic pollution across 

the globe, via four ocean Gyres and the Arctic.

Our new member Nicola De Quincey is joining Emily on an upcoming 

eXXpedition voyage – Good luck Nicola!









exxpedition.com

Nicola de Quincey 
architect accredited in conservation and sailor

Vanuatu to Cairns June 2020

nicola@nicoladequincey.co.uk



Plastics in Construction Group - Context

Industry & members’ interest in 

plastics, which includes:

• Encouraging a move away from 

plastics in certain applications

• Robust alternatives to plastics

• Packaging and health and safety

• Microplastics and nurdles 

• Leverage position/influence

• Understanding what happens to 

plastic waste 



Plastics in Construction Group – Aims and objectives

“A collaborative stakeholder group seeking to 

identify solutions and alternatives that can help to 

reduce the over-use of plastic building products 

and packaging in the construction industry.”

• Collaborative learning network

• Cross-supply chain

• Small and nimble 

• Identify challenges facing industry and propose 

solutions/outputs

• Connect with other initiatives & recruit partners 

that can help provide solutions

• Identify funding opportunities and develop 

proposals

• 4 quarterly meetings (Next meeting – 28th April 

2020, hosted by Powerday)



Plastics in Construction Group – Membership

Supporters – FIDRA, King’s College London, 

CHARM (Interreg) project.

Membership:

To manage the group and deliver the desired 

outputs, there is a small contribution to join:

• Large/medium enterprise - £750 (+VAT)

per quarter

• Large/medium enterprise - £500 (+VAT)

per quarter (for ASBP members)

• Small enterprise - £250 (+VAT) per quarter



What are our Plastics Group members up to?

Events, campaigns, research
“Accord Housing are developing 12 

virtually plastic free houses as part of 

the CHARM Interreg research project.”



What are our Plastics Group members up to?

Providing alternatives to 

plastics

Aluminium guttering

Timber windows and doors

Clay blocks

“Bereco are developing a 100% 

plastic-free window”



Proposed group outputs

Collaborative learning

Collate & build on 

individual 

members’ research

Create a shared 

resource

Site visits

Stakeholder mapping

Open source 

online map of 

plastics-in-

construction 

initiatives & 

information 

sources

Engaging & educating

Engage the supply 

chain on plastics 

alternatives for 

construction 

products & 

packaging

Events, workshops 

& training

Innovating

Host a “Dragon’s 

Den” style event to 

foster innovative 

plastic alternatives

Piloting & proving

Try out new 

alternatives via our 

members’ projects

E.g. the “Plastics-

free house” project



Interactive stakeholders and activities map

www.asbp.org.uk/plastics-in-construction/map



Upcoming activities

Find out more at www.asbp.org.uk/plastics-in-construction

To get involved with the group, contact richard@asbp.org.uk

Introductory guide –

‘Plastics in Construction’

(Launching Spring 2020)

- What are the issues?

- Policy context and drivers

- The business case

- Solutions and case studies

Dragons’ Den event

(18 June 2020)

- Co-hosted with University College London

- Pitch event with expert judges

- Companies showcasing innovative 

alternatives to plastics, both packaging and 

construction products

http://www.asbp.org.uk/plastics-in-construction
mailto:richard@asbp.org.uk


Embodied carbon in construction

An update on the ASBP 

Embodied Carbon Group



Embodied Carbon Group – Steering committee

ASBP is bringing together a range of experts, 

practitioners and clients to collaborate to 

further embodied carbon knowledge, 

measurement, tools and policies. 

The overall outcome is to accelerate the 

implementation of embodied carbon reduction 

strategies within client organisations and 

throughout the construction supply chain.

The first steering committee takes place on the 

10th March in London with

• Jane Anderson, ASBP Board member and 

ConstructionLCA (Group chair)

• Simon Sturgis (Targeting Zero)

Organisations include:

• RICS

• RIBA

• Circular Ecology

• HS2

• UKGBC

• Greater London 

Authority (GLA)

• Academic 

institutions



Proposed activities

• Lobbying government and other relevant bodies 

to pay greater attention to embodied carbon and 

help develop effective policy

• Highlighting opportunities to respond to 

relevant consultations and surveys

The first embodied carbon working group, open to 

ASBP members and wider industry, will take place 

on 29th April 13.30 -16.00 at our offices in London.

Please contact richard@asbp.org.uk to register your 

interest.

• Three steering committee meetings per year

• Host quarterly working group meetings

• Training courses developed and provided by the 

steering group members

• Dissemination of case studies and examples of 

learning/best practice

• Evaluation and comparison of embodied carbon 

measurement tools

• Development of guidance for practitioners

mailto:Richard@asbp.org.uk


Recent ASBP embodied carbon outputs

Briefing papers, authored by Jane Anderson 

and peer-reviewed by the ASBP’s Natural 

Fibre Insulation Group

• EPDs – An introduction (December 2019)

• EPDs – How to use (January 2020)

Co-authoring a new guide on embodied carbon for 

Woodknowledge Wales and Home-Grown Homes

Past (sold out!) embodied carbon events

• Just How Much Carbon Are Your Buildings 

Responsible For? – October 2019, Bristol

• Embodied Carbon – Updated ICE Database and RICS 

Building Carbon Database, May 2019, London



Upcoming related events

Futurebuild, 3rd-5th March, ExCel London

Talks in the Resourceful Materials Theatre

(all 10:45-12:00)

▪ Tues 3rd March - New Materials? The benefits of 

specifying organic, natural materials (with ASBP Vice-

Chair Mark Lynn and ASBP Board member Alex Sparrow)

▪ Weds 4th March - What is a Circular Economy and how 

can it work in construction? (with Katherine Adams)

▪ Thurs 5th March - How sustainable is timber?

(with Gary Newman)

Plastics in Construction - Dragons’ Den

18th June 2020, co-hosted with UCL

Reuse Summit 

September 2020, supported by ASBP Patron 

member Cleveland Steel and Tubes

Zero Waste Scotland event

Sept/Oct 2020, Glasgow

Healthy Buildings, co-hosted with

The Green Register

22nd October 2020, Bristol



Thank you

Katherine Adams

Research and Technical Associate/Circular Economy Lead

katherine@asbp.org.uk

07855 958712 

www.asbp.org.uk

mailto:katherine@asbp.org.uk
http://www.asbp.org.uk/

