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Construction materials and marine plastic pollution  









Everything can and will end up in the sea!  

Kajagoogoo badge, wwii  fuse, credit card etc, 

Lego, old bottle, tv  

 



What does any 

of this have to 

do with the 

construction 

industry? 



Construction sector is already the second 

highest user of plastics after packaging  

 

Plastic materials are light but strong, durable, 

cost effective, do not rot or rust  

 

Mainly used for seals, profiles (windows and 

doors), cladding, pipes, cables, floor coverings, 

and insulation  

 

Use of plastics set to grow, especially with move 

to pre -fabrication in factories  

 



Å  

ÅConstruction, demolition and excavation 

(CD&E; including dredging) generated over 

half (59%) of total UK waste in 2014. 

Commercial and Industrial (C&I) waste 

accounted for around 17% of total waste 

generation and the remaining 24% was evenly 

split between ôHouseholdsõ and ôOtherõ 

activities. In England, the share of CD&E was 

higher at 64% of the total. The C&I and 

ôHouseholdsõ contributions were similar, with 

ôOtherõ lower than the UK at 7%. 

Å  



Tile spacers 

Rawl plugs 

Plastic drill shavings 

Insulation 

Electric cables  

Water pipes 

Cable ties 

Bolt caps 

Expanding foam 

Silicone 

Sealant caps 






